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אמרות שמשון
Why Shaul Should Not Have Remained Silent in
The Face of His Antagonists
ָ שׂ וֹ ם ָּתשִׂ ים עָ לֶ ָיך ֶמ לֶ ְך ֲא ׁ ֶש ר יִ ְב ַח ר ה' ֱא ל ֶֹק
)יך ּב וֹ וגו' (יז טו

You shall set over yourself a king whom Hashem shall choose…
The Gemara in Yuma ) (כב ע"בdiscusses what it was that caused the
great and Holy Shaul Hamelech to ultimately lose his kingship. Rav
Yehudah said in the name of Rav: Why was Shaul punished [that his
monarchy did not endure]? Because he renounced his honor, as it is
stated: ‘And the vile men said; “How can this person save us?” And
they ridiculed him, and did not bring him a tribute, but he remained
silent’.
When Shaul was anointed as king over the Jewish nation, there were
those who refused to accept his sovereignty and even spoke mockingly
of him, yet Shaul, in his humility, did not assert himself and avoided
speaking out against his detractors. When Shaul behaved in this manner,
although it stemmed from his positive virtue of humility, nevertheless as
king he ought to have defended the honor of his crown, not forgiving
any slight to his honor; for the honor of a kingship isn’t the king’s
personal honor, but rather the honor of the Nation whom he represents.
Thus, as king of the Jewish nation, Shaul was to have upheld the honor
of his people.
Additionally, the Gemara in Yuma continues and says the following.
Any Torah Scholar who does not take revenge or bear a grudge like a
snake is not a true Torah scholar [for an insult to him is perceived as an
insult to the Torah that he represents]. When Shaul did not respond to
those who ridiculed him, aside from failing to maintain the honor of the
nation that he represented, he also did not stand up to the task of a Torah
scholar, to uphold the honor of the Torah. It was these two shortcomings
which ultimately cost him his kingship.

• • •

It would seem that we can explain and defend Shaul’s silence in both
regards, and therefore it is hard to comprehend why this silence cost him
his sovereignty.
Regarding Shaul not maintaining the honor of the kingship, because
this episode occurred so soon after his anointment, it clearly indicated
that his authority was not yet unanimously accepted, and therefore he
had no choice but to be tolerant with the people until they would concede
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and defer to his authority. This very piece of advice, to be tolerant until
the kingship is steadfast and accepted by the masses, is what the Elders
counseled Shlomo Hamelech’s son, Rechavam, many years later, and
indeed, when Rechavam disregarded their counsel, most of the Nation
rebelled and never accepted his sovereignty.
Likewise, regarding Shaul not standing up for the honor of the Torah,
it is also hard to understand where he fell short. For the Gemara clearly
concludes and explains that this doesn’t mean that when a Torah scholar
is insulted or disgraced he should respond in revenge, rather he should
keep the matter in mind, and indeed, although Shaul did not respond, he
did evidently keep the matter in mind, as the Passuk says, ,ויהי ְכ ַמ ַח ִריש
which literally translates, ‘he remained akin to a silencer’, which
clearly infers that although Shaul was silent, it wasn’t a total silence, for
in his mind he kept the matter alive.
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We may explain Shaul’s shortcomings as follows. When the elders
advised Rechavam to go easy with his subordinates until his authority
would be resolute, it was only because Hashem had explicitly told his
father, Shlomo Hamelech, that after he will die his kingship would not
inevitably be passed on, in its entirety, to his son, and therefore, in order
to gain a stronghold on an unwavering and loyal segment of the Nation,
the Elders advised him to go easy with the people until they would
voluntarily accept his authority. This notion clearly did not apply to
Shaul Hamelech, to whom Hashem had distinctly given the kingship.
Shaul thus had no need to win anyone over, and therefore had no reason
to be overly forgiving with the people, but rather should have asserted
his kingship and authority immediately. When he didn’t do so, he
essentially slighted the honor of his sovereignty, which ultimately cost
him the kingship.
In regards to the proper behavior of a Torah scholar bearing a grudge,
although the Gemara does indeed say that the Torah scholar should not
take any positive action against his antagonist, but should rather merely
keep the matter in mind, nevertheless Rashi clearly states that what it
means to ‘keep the matter in mind’ is that he should allow others to
avenge his honor. When Shaul’s loyalists said regarding his antagonists,
 תנו האנשים ונמיתם- “Give the men over and we will put them to death”,
and Shaul replied  לא יומת איש ביום הזה- “Let no man be put to death
this day”, he essentially fell short of his responsibilities as a Torah
scholar to let others avenge his honor.
We can now understand the flaw that lay within Shaul’s silence which,
as Chazal teach us, is what prevented his monarchy from enduring.
אות ג' זרע שמשון פרשתנו

05271-66450 ארה"ק הרב ישראל זילברברג

 ע"ש זרע שמשון71713028 .ח. מ635 סניף

53 גליון

347-496-5657 :ארה"ב הרב מנחם בנימין פאשקעס

ניתן לשלוח תרומות והנצחות לזכות ולע"נ
ולקחת חלק בהוצאות והפצת הגליונות והספרים

"ניתן להשיג את הספר "זרע שמשון

05271-66-450 :בארה"ק
347-496-5657 :בארה"ב

 ויושפע על הלומדים ועל המסייעים בני חיי ומזוני וכל טוב סלה כהבטחתו בהקדמת ספריו,וזכות הצדיק ודברי תורתו הקדושים יגן מכל צרה וצוקה

Translated and Written by Rabbi Moshe Spira yomospira@gmail.com

